54                            JEAN SIBELIUS.

I saw through the open door that the next room
was full of young girls anxious to view the event
at close quarters. I was not interested in this
additional audience, I wanted to play to Topelius
alone, so I went and closed the door. Topelius,
however, was delighted to see young faces, and when
I returned to my place I noticed that he was not
at all pleased by my behaviour.

" I dropped still lower in his estimation later in
the evening when we spoke of contemporary
literature. Mention was made of Strindberg, whose
books Topelius despisingly called ' mere dung/
while I could not repress my admiration for ' The
Red Room/ The old man must have thought that
I was tainted with the same disrespectful spirit as
the despised Strindberg, for after this I saw clearly
that he could not really get on with me. He was
not fair to me, for I was the most devoted admirer
he could have wished for/'

Sibelius spent his time in the 8o's principally
with the friends he made at the musical academy,
He took no part in academic life and in the
discussions of the nationality question, which were
very heated at the time.

At the musical institute Sibelius became
acquainted with a young foreigner of whom we
have caught glimpses in our nanrative, and who
had already made a name for himself in the realm of
European music, Ferruccio Busoni. This German-
Italian, of about the same age as Sibelius,, fasci*